Geldanamycin is an antibiotic that binds to Hsp90 and inhibits its adenosine triphosphate binding and activity as a chaperone. A derivative of geldanamycin (GM) is the Hsp90 inhibitor 17-allylaminogeldanamycin (17-AAG), which preferentially kills tumor cells and is in phase I clinical trials. Hsp90 is found in all cell types, but it has been unclear how the preferential killing of tumor cells by 17-AAG is accomplished. In the September 25 Nature, Adeela Kamal and colleagues at Conforma Therapeutics Corporation report that Hsp90 from tumor cells binds with higher affinity to 17-AAG and that this is due to Hsp90 being in multichaperone complexes in these cells. 
